
Dashing Dave
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Elementary tense review
1 Match the pictures (1–8) with the sentences (a–h).

c

[aw 11.1-8]

c) I sell fish at the harbour.
d) I’m selling some fish at the moment.

a) Last weekend I sold a lot of fish.
b) I’m going to sell a lot of fish to the tourists.

1

2

3

4

Dashing Dave
g) He’s going to play in Russia next week. 
h) He played in the Cup Final last year. 

e) He’s playing computer games at the moment.
f) He plays football every Saturday. 

5

6

7

8

Match programme

2nd  . . . . . Home

9th . . . . . . Away

16th  . . . . . Home

23rd  . . . . . Away

30th  . . . . . Home
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2 Complete the interview with Salty Sue.

3 Answer the questions about Dashing Dave.

4 Write questions for Dashing Dave.

Interviewer (1) ................................................................................................................ ?

Salty Sue I sell fish at the harbour.

Interviewer Is business good?

Salty Sue Well, I (2) ............................. a lot last weekend, but I didn’t

(3) ............................. much yesterday.

Interviewer (4) ................................................................................................................ ?

Salty Sue This afternoon? I hope I’m going to sell a lot more fish!

1 Is he playing football at the moment?

...................................................................................................................................................

2 Did he play in the Cup Final last year?

......................................................................................................................................................

3 Does he often play football?

...................................................................................................................................................... 

4 What’s he going to do next week?

...................................................................................................................................................... 

Interviewer (1) .......................................................................................................................................................................................

Dashing Dave Yes. I play every Saturday.

Interviewer (2) .......................................................................................................................................................................................

Dashing Dave Yes, I did – and we won!

Interviewer (3) .......................................................................................................................................................................................

Dashing Dave Yes. The team is playing very well this season.

Interviewer (4) .......................................................................................................................................................................................

Dashing Dave In Russia.

No. He
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TENSE REVIEW  
 
Use the clues to make sentences in the Present Simple (PS), Present continuous (PC) and Simple past (SP) 
 
 
1. James  - to play – cards (+) 

PS : …………………………………………………………………………… 

PC : …………………………………………………………………………… 

SP : …………………………………………………………………………… 

 

2. Our neighbours – to move – to L.A. (+) 

PS : …………………………………………………………………………… 

PC : …………………………………………………………………………… 

SP : …………………………………………………………………………… 

 

3. I – to spend – all my money (-) 

PS : …………………………………………………………………………… 

PC : …………………………………………………………………………… 

SP : …………………………………………………………………………… 

 

4. You – to meet – famous people (?) 

PS : …………………………………………………………………………… 

PC : …………………………………………………………………………… 

SP : …………………………………………………………………………… 

 

5. She – to recognize – me (-) 

PS : …………………………………………………………………………… 

PC : …………………………………………………………………………… 

SP : …………………………………………………………………………… 

 

6. They – to plan – their holidays (+) 

PS : …………………………………………………………………………… 

PC : …………………………………………………………………………… 

SP : …………………………………………………………………………… 

  



 

7. She – to have – a terrible headache (+) 

PS : …………………………………………………………………………… 

PC : …………………………………………………………………………… 

SP : …………………………………………………………………………… 

 

8. These people – to speak – English with us (+) 

PS : …………………………………………………………………………… 

PC : …………………………………………………………………………… 

SP : …………………………………………………………………………… 

 

9. Why - you – to watch – this movie (?) 

PS : …………………………………………………………………………… 

PC : …………………………………………………………………………… 

SP : …………………………………………………………………………… 

 

10. The boss – to employ – a thousand people (-) 

PS : …………………………………………………………………………… 

PC : …………………………………………………………………………… 

SP : …………………………………………………………………………… 

 

11. The waiter – to show – the menu (-) 

PS : …………………………………………………………………………… 

PC : …………………………………………………………………………… 

SP : …………………………………………………………………………… 

 

12. The students – to study – for the test (?) 

PS : …………………………………………………………………………… 

PC : …………………………………………………………………………… 

SP : …………………………………………………………………………… 

 

  



PRESENT SIMPLE - PRESENT CONTINUOUS - SIMPLE PAST  
 
 
 
 
Choose the right tense and fill in the gaps 
 
 

1. Can I talk to you? – No, you can´t. I ______________________ (have) a bath. 

2. She ______________________ (listen) to music every morning. 

3. We ______________________ (not/like) metal music, we ______________________ (prefer) rock. 

4. When he ______________________ (see) the accident yesterday, he ______________________ 

(help) the driver. 

5. What ______________________ (you/do)? – I ______________________ (look) for my glasses. 

6. They ______________________ (bring/always) presents when they ______________________  

(visit) us. 

7. When we ______________________ (be) younger, we ______________________ (think) Prague 

was in France. 

8. He ______________________ (not/win) the award in 2006. 

9. That´s typical! He ______________________ (want) to win every time he 

______________________ (participate) in a competition.   

10. Why ______________________ (you/bring) that toy to school last week? – Because I 

______________________ (want) to show it to my schoolmates. 

11. Be quiet, please. My children ______________________ (try) to sleep. 

12. They ______________________ (not/go) to school at weekends. 

13. Why ______________________ (you/believe) him? He ______________________ (tell/never) the 

truth. He ______________________ (lie/always). 

14. She ______________________ (decide) to visit London last month. She ______________________ 

(meet) interesting people, ______________________ (see) wonderful sights, and 

______________________ (enjoy) herself a lot. 

15. Where ______________________ (she/be)? I ______________________ (wait) for her. 

16. ______________________ (they/know) that water ______________________ (boil) at 100 degrees 

Celsius? 

17. My parents ______________________ (build) the house in 1985. 

18. He ______________________ (not/marry) her because she ______________________ (break) up 

with him last year. 



19. Look at her! She ______________________ (sit) in the park over there. Isn´t she wonderful? 

20. ______________________ (he/like) the book he _____________________ (borrow) yesterday? 

21. I ______________________ (have) an accident last weekend but my uncle 

______________________ (repair) the car. 

22. Today ______________________ (be) Monday and we ______________________ (have) dinner in 

the dining-room now. 

23. My elder brother ______________________ (be) very intelligent. He ______________________ 

(want) to be a doctor. 

24. She ______________________ (have) a terrible headhache right now. 

25. When my parents ______________________ (be) young, they ______________________ (listen) 

to the Rolling Stones. 

26. My sister ______________________ (believe) in magic. She always ______________________ 

(try) tricks on me! 

27. Every morning I ______________________ (get up) at 7 o'clock, I ______________________ 

(have) my breakfast. While I ______________________ (eat), my mother  

______________________ (prepare) my lunch. When I ______________________ (finish) having 

breakfast, I always ______________________ (take) my bike, and I  ______________________ 

(go) to school. I always ______________________ (arrive) late! 

28.  - Hey ! What ______________________ (you/do) ? 

- I ______________________ (do) my homework. 

29. Once upon a time, there ______________________ (be) a horrible witch. She 

______________________ (live) in the forest and she …………………………… (love) scaring children. 

Every day, she ______________________ (frighten) them with a really scary face. 

30. My brother and I ______________________ (play) tennis last week but we 

______________________ (not win). 

31. Look ! This boy ______________________ (steal) the man’s wallet !  

32.  He ______________________ (not take) the bus yesterday, he ______________________ (travel) 

by car. 

33.  Why ______________________ (you/cry) ? I ______________________ (cry) because I 

______________________ (watch) a very sad movie at the moment. 

34. Where ______________________ (be) daddy ? He ______________________ (be) upstairs. He 

______________________ (work) on his computer.  

35. They ______________________ (train) every Wednesday afternoon and 

______________________ (have) a competition on Sunday.  



PAST CONTINUOUS  
 
What were these people doing yesterday afternoon ?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



NAME: ________________________               DATE: ________________________ 

GRAMMAR WORKSHEET  
PAST CONTINUOUS 
    

 

I 
 

was  
 

 
playing. 

 
 

I 
 

wasn't  
 

 
playing. 

You were  You weren't 
He was  He wasn't 
She was  She wasn¶t 
It was  It wasn¶t 
We were  We Zeren¶t 
They 
 

were  They Zeren¶t 
 

                                                               Yes,                         No, 
 

Was 
 

I  
 

 
playing? 

 
 

I  
 

was. 
 

I  
 

wasn¶t. 
Were you you  were. you  weren't. 
Was he he  was. he  wasn¶t. 
Was she she  was. she  wasn¶t. 
Was it it  was. it  wasn¶t. 
Were we we  were. we  weren't 
Were they 

 

they  were. they  weren't 
 
z Fill in the blanks below to complete the sentences.  Use the words in the above boxes. 
 

1. A: ___________ they watching TV at midnight?    B: No, they ___________. 
 

  2.  We ___________ eating lunch in the cafeteria at noon. 
 
  3.  A: ___________ you talking on the phone a few minutes ago?    B: No, I __________. 
 
  4.  I ___________ walking home when I saw the car accident. 
 
  5.  My classmate and I ___________ studying together at the library. 
 
  6.  While he ___________ cleaning the house, we ___________ cooking. 
 
  7.  A: What ___________ \RX dRiQg aW RQe R¶cORck?    B: I ___________ sleeping. 
 
  8.  The car engine ___________ working, so I had to fix it. 
 
  9.  A: ___________ you listening to the teacher?    B: Yes, I ___________. 
 
10.  AW VeYeQ R¶cORck, MU. SPiWh ___________ URbbiQg Whe baQk. 
 
11.  Steven ___________ doing his homework, he was playing with his friends. 
 
12.  It ___________ raining last night, so I took my umbrella. 
 
13.  Anne ___________ studying in London last year. 
 
14.  I ___________ working as a teacher when I first met your mother. 
 
15.  We ___________ swimming while you ___________ playing volleyball. 
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NAME: ________________________               DATE: ________________________ 

GRAMMAR WORKSHEET  
PAST CONTINUOUS (last Saturday) 
z Look at the pictures and answer the questions below. 
 
     

play soccer prepare breakfast play computer 
games 

wash the car swim in a pool 

     

wash dishes play a guitar do the laundry play with the dog get up 
     

 

  

8:00 a.m. 
 

 

11:15 a.m. 
 

 

2:00 p.m. 
 

 

5:30 p.m. 
 

 

7:45 p.m. 
 

 
Jake 

 
 

 
 
 
 

    

 
Jake¶V 
father 

 

     

 
 
  1.  What was Jake doing at 8:00 a.m.? 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  2.  What was Jake¶V father doing at 5:30 p.m.? 
 

_______________________________________________________________________  
  3.  What was Jake¶V faWher doing at 11:15 a.m.? 
 

_______________________________________________________________________  
  4.  What was Jake doing at 2:00 p.m.? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________  
  5.  What was Jake¶V faWher doing at 8:00 a.m.? 
 

_______________________________________________________________________  
  6.  What was Jake doing at 11:15 a.m.? 
 

_______________________________________________________________________  
  7.  What was Jake¶V faWher doing at 2:00 p.m.? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________  
  8.  What was Jake doing at 7:45 p.m.? 
 

_______________________________________________________________________  
  9.  What was Jake doing at 5:30 p.m.? 
 

_______________________________________________________________________  
10.  What was Jake¶V faWher doing at 7:45 p.m.? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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PAST CONTINUOUS - EXERCISES 
 
 
1. Put the verbs in brackets in the past continuous. 
 

1. What ___________________ (you/do) when the policeman arrived? 

2. She ___________________ (watch) TV at two o'clock. 

3. They ___________________ (not sleep) at five o'clock.  

4. Peter ___________________ (work) when I telephoned. 

5. Tim ___________________ (study) Dutch while they were studying French. 

6. I ___________________ (not pay attention) during the presentation. 

7. ___________________ (he/talk) during the lesson ? 

8. We ___________________ (not cook) when he walked in the door. 

9. Jason ___________________ (play) the piano at three o'clock yesterday afternoon. 

10. When ___________________ (Howard/give) the presentation exactly ? 

11. Andrea ___________________ (not expect) you to arrive so early! 

12. What ___________________ (you/think) when you said that ? 

13. ___________________ (she/do) the housework when you telephoned ? 

14. Carlos ___________________ (drink) tea when I walked into the room. 

15. They ___________________ (meet) with Smith and Co at exactly 2.35 pm. 

16. My cousin ___________________ (not have) a good time when I arrived. 

17. They ___________________ (discuss) the issue when she telephoned. 

18. ___________________ (they/work) in the garden when you arrived ? 

19. She ___________________ (sleep) so he entered the room softly. 

20. They ___________________ (not take) notes during the presentation, but paying attention to 

every word. 

 
2. Same exercise. 

1. Yesterday at 5 o'clock I ___________________ (eat).  

2. Last night, at 10 o'clock she ___________________ (dance).  

3. Tim ___________________ (cook) while Susan ___________________ (watch) TV.  

4. Barbara ___________________ (paint), and Joe ___________________ (sleep).  

5. While you ___________________ (rest), I ___________________ (clean) the house.  

6. While we ___________________ (swim), the other team ___________________  (run).  



7. These two ___________________ (constantly/chat).   

8. When we arrived, James ___________________ (read) and Emily ___________________ (listen) 

to music.  

9. While the singer ___________________ (sing), the crowd ___________________ (jump).  

10. The teacher  ___________________ (sleep), and the students ___________________  (laugh).  

11. An hour ago I ___________________ (jog).  

12. They ___________________ (always drink) too much at parties.  

 
3. Choose the correct time expression used with the past continuous. 
 

1. What were you doing (while / during) the meeting ? 

2. Tim was finishing the report (in / at) five o'clock. 

3. They were discussing the problem (when / at) I walked into the room. 

4. Jackson wasn't listening (while / during) he was explaining the situation. 

5. Was Alice paying attention (while / during) the presentation ? 

6. They were having a quiet breakfast (this / at) morning when he arrived. 

7. What were they doing (when / in) that happened ? 

8. Sheila was playing the piano (while / during) he was working on the computer. 

9. I was working at the computer (at / on) seven o'clock this morning. 

10. Alex wasn't playing golf (this / at) morning. He was working. 

11. What were they doing (in / at) four o'clock ? 

12. She was working quietly (when / for) he opened the door. 

13. Peter wasn't doing the housework (that / yesterday) morning. He was working in the garden. 

14. Where were they sleeping (at / when) he got home last night ? 

15. Jason was thinking about the problem (when / at) he asked for an answer. 

16. Our teacher was explaining math (from / when) he burst into the room with the news. 

17. Dilbert was working at the computer (on / at) four o'clock this morning ! 

18. Were they listening (as / at) he asked the question ? 

19. She wasn't working (when / in) he came into the office. 

20. They weren't thinking about that (at / when) they made the decision. 

 
  



4. Use the past continuous to answer the questions. 
 

1. What were you doing this time yesterday ?  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
2. What were you doing at 8 o’clock this morning ? 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
3. What were you doing before you went to bed yesterday ? 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

4. What were you doing when your English teacher arrived in the classroom ? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
5. What were you doing during the break this morning ? 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

16 Question Strips 
PAST CONTINUOUS 
� 
 

x What were you doing ten minutes ago? 
 
 

x What were you doing half an hour ago? 
 
 

x What were you doing five hours ago? 
 
 

x What were you doing at seven o¶clock this morning? 
 
 

x What were you thinking about few minutes ago? 
 
 

x Were you watching TV last night?   
 
 

x Was is raining a few hours ago?  Was it snowing? 
 
 

x What was our teacher saying a few minutes ago? 
 
 

x Were we studying English an hour ago? 
 
 

x What were you doing at midnight last night? 
 
 

x What were you doing at noon yesterday? 
 
 

x Who were you talking to a few minutes ago? 
 
 

x What was our teacher doing a few minutes ago? 
 
 

x What were you doing at seven o¶clock last night? 
 
 

x What were you doing at ten o¶clock yesterday morning? 
 
 

x What do you think I was doing three hours ago? 
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1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
        
 

1  
 
 
 

 
« a feZ 
minutes 

ago? 
 

 
« an  
hour  
ago? 

 
« aW  

8:00  
last 

night? 
 

 
« aW  

7:30  
this 

morning? 
 

 
« aW  

noon 
yesterday? 

 

2  
 

« half  
an hour  

ago? 

 
« aW  

4:30 
yesterday 
afternoon? 

 
« aW 

midnight 
last night? 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
« aW  

1:30 
yesterday 
afternoon? 

 
« aW  

10:00  
last  

night? 
 

 

3  
 

« a feZ 
minutes 
before 
class 

started? 
 
 

 
« at  

6:45  
this 

morning? 
 

 
« aW  

3:00 
yesterday 
afternoon? 

 
« aW  

1:00  
this 

morning? 

 
« fiYe 

minutes 
ago? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4  
 

« aW  
8:30  

this 
morning? 

 

  
« WZR 
hours  
ago? 

 

 
« aW  

5:00  
this 

morning? 
 

 
« aW 

sunrise  
this 

morning? 
 

 
« aW 

2:00 
yesterday 
afternoon? 

 

5  
 

« aW  
5:30  

yesterday 
afternoon? 
 

 
« WZenW\-

four  
hours  
ago? 

 

 
« aW  

10:30  
yesterday 
morning? 

 

 
« an  
hour  

before  
class 

started? 

 
 
 
 

 
« aW  

9:30  
this 

morning? 
 

 

6  
 

« aW 
sunset  
last night? 

 

 
« aW 

2:30 
yesterday 
afternoon? 

 
 
 

 
« Wen 
hours  
ago? 

 

 
« aW  

3:00  
this 

morning? 
 

 
« aW  

11:30  
yesterday 
morning? 
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Choose 
any time. 

 

Choose 
any time. 

 

Choose 
any time. 

 

Choose 
any time. 

 
 

PAST CONTINUOUS 
 

� Find your square by rolling your die twice.  The 
1st roll determines the number on the top.  The 2nd 
roll determines the number on the left.  Talk about 
WHAT YOU WERE DOING at that 
time.  Your classmates will ask you follow-up 
questions.  Your classmates can choose any time to 
ask you about if \RX land Rn ³Choose any time´. 
 
(A) What were you doing (at) …?” 
(B) I was watching TV. 
(A) What program were you watching? 

 

Choose 
any time. 

 

Choose 
any time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



THE BODY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



BODY PARTS 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



opinions about  
health and medicine 
 

Qs:  
1.  What do you do to stay healthy? 
2.  What are some other things you could do to stay healthy? 
 

____________________ 
 
 

� Now, read the sentences below.  Circle the numbers that best express your opinions.   
 

� Then, compare your answers with your classmates.  Give reasons. 
 
 
  Smoking is fun. 
 

 
1 
 

 
2 
 

 
3 
 

 
4 
 

 
5 
 

  
POSSIBLE  
ANSWERS 

 
5 I agree completely 

4 I mostly agree 

3 I¶P QRW VXUe 

2 I mostly disagree 

1 I disagree completely 

 

 
  Exercising is fun. 
 

 
1 
 

 
2 
 

 
3 
 

 
4 
 

 
5 
 

 

 
  Eating lots of vegetables is fun. 
 

 
1 
 

 
2 
 

 
3 
 

 
4 
 

 
5 
 

 

 
  GRiQg fRU a dRcWRU¶V YiViW iV VcaU\. 
 

 
1 
 

 
2 
 

 
3 
 

 
4 
 

 
5 
 

 

 
  Studying English can cause stress  
  and make people unhealthy. 

 
 

1 

 
 

2 

 
 

3 

 
 

4 

 
 

5 

 

 

 
 People need to exercise at least 30  
 minutes every day to stay healthy. 
 

 
 

1 
 

 
 

2 
 

 
 

3 
 

 
 

4 
 

 
 

5 
 

  

 
  Often washing your hands can keep 
  you healthy. 
 

 
 

1 
 

 
 

2 
 

 
 

3 
 

 
 

4 
 

 
 

5 
 

  

 
  Being overweight is worse than being  
  underweight. 
 

 
 

1 
 

 
 

2 
 

 
 

3 
 

 
 

4 
 

 
 

5 
 

  

 
  IW¶V eaV\ WR OiYe WR be RYeU 100 \eaUV 
  old if you eat well and exercise. 
 

 
 

1 
 

 
 

2 
 

 
 

3 
 

 
 

4 
 

 
 

5 
 

  

 
  PeRSOe caQ¶W be haSS\ if Whe\ aUe  
  not healthy. 
 

 
 

1 
 

 
 

2 
 

 
 

3 
 

 
 

4 
 

 
 

5 
 

  

 
  It would be great to work as a doctor. 
 

 
1 
 

 
2 
 

 
3 
 

 
4 
 

 
5 
 

  

 
  IW¶V iPSRUWaQW WR Wake YiWaPiQ SiOOV. 
 

 
1 
 

 
2 
 

 
3 
 

 
4 
 

 
5 
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NAME: ________________________                   DATE: ________________________ 
 

QUIZ: HEALTH and MEDICINE 
 
z Answer these fourteen questions to score your vocabulary knowledge. 
 
1. Which of the following things can an 8. Which of the following activities 

 µambXlance¶ do?  CAN¶T you do if you have µinsomnia¶? 
 a)  help you to fall asleep  a)  sleep  
 b)  help you to lose weight  b)  breathe well 
 c)  make you sick  c)  lose weight 
 d)  take you to a hospital  d)  exercise 

 
2. In which of the following situations 9. Who is the best person to see if 

 should you use a µbandage¶?  you need an µoperation¶? 
 a)  when \ou can¶t sleep well  a)  a friend 
 b)  when you don¶t eat enough  b)  a patient 
 c)  when you are afraid of something  c)  a dentist 
 d)  when you cut your finger  d)  a surgeon  

 
3. In which of the following situations 10. Which of the following things should 

 might you get a µbruise¶?  you do if you are µoYerZeighW¶? 
 a)  when get too close to a fire  a)  go on a diet  
 b)  when you have a cold  b)  eat more food 
 c)  when somebody hits you  c)  try to relax 
 d)  when you have to pay the doctor  d)  get an x-ray 

 
4. Which of the following things can 11. Which of the following words best 

 be µcontagious¶?  describes a µpill¶? 
 a)  an ache  a)  dangerous 
 b)  an clinic  b)  small  
 c)  a flu  c)  painful 
 d)  a sprain  d)  hot 

 
5. How does your body feel if you have 12. What should you take if you get a 

 a µfever¶?  µprescription¶? 
 a)  too hot  a)  a virus 
 b)  hungry  b)  a home remedy 
 c)  too heavy  c)  medicine  
 d)  healthy   d)  an x-ray 

 
6. Which of the following words best  13. In which of the following situations 

 describes a µflu¶?   do most people feel µsWress¶? 
 a)  diet  a)  when they take a test 
 b)  illness   b)  when they sleep 
 c)  clinic  c)  when they watch too much TV 
 d)  insurance  d)  when they sneeze 

   
7. Which of the following things can a 14. When do many people use a 

 µhome remed\¶ do?  µthermometer¶? 
 a)  help you to relax   a)  when they take a vitamin pill 
 b)  take you home  b)  when they have a fever 
 c)  help you to feel better  c)  when they relax 
 d)  make you afraid  d)  when they eat dinner 

 
 

13 – 14 = Excellent            11 – 12 = Good            9 – 10 = Study More! 
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EMERGENCY CALL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



SIMPLE PAST Vs PAST CONTINUOUS 
 
1- Put the verbs in brackets in either the past simple or the past continuous. 
 

1. The phone ___________________ (ring) while I ___________________ (have a bath).  

2. I ___________________ (cook) dinner when Sue ___________________ (arrive).  

3. When the dog ___________________ (bark), they ___________________ (try) to sleep.  

4. While we ___________________ (dance), the music ___________________ (stop).  

5. Sam ___________________ (listen) to music, so he ___________________ (not hear) you.  

6. While we ___________________ (talk), someone ___________________ (steal) my bag.  

7. The prisoner ___________________ (run) away while the policemen ___________________ (joke). 

8. My boss ___________________ (call) me while I ___________________ (eat).  

9. While I ___________________ (work), my husband ___________________ (ask) my help.  

10. When they ___________________ (come) in everybody ___________________ (watch) the movie.

  

11. You ___________________ (leave) the office when it ___________________ (start) to rain.  

12. Justin ___________________ (park) his car, when the engine ___________________ (stop) 

working.  

13. They ___________________ (have) a nice time when the baby ___________________ (start) to cry.

  

14. The kids ___________________ (play) when the mothers suddenly ___________________ (call) 

them.  

15. We ___________________ (sing), when we ___________________ (hear) a loud noise.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



2- Circle the correct form in each of the following sentences.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3- Put the verbs in brackets in either the past simple or the past continuous. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

1. Mary prepared / was preparing lunch when they came / was coming. 

2. Tom was very unlucky. It rained / was raining every day during his holidays. 

3. Who was that nice girl you talked / were talking to when I walked / was walking by the 

pub? 

4. Last weekend Susan fell / was falling and broke/ was breaking her leg. 

5. When I entered / was entering the cafeteria Mary had / was having lunch with Peter. 

6. We drove/ were driving to Berlin in Robert´s new car. 

7. The sun shone / was shining brightly when I got up / was getting up this morning. 

8. Ann finally told / was telling us the whole story about Peter.  

1. As Sophie ___________(walk)  up Regent Street she  ___________(meet) an old friend from  

college. 

2. When ___________(father/arrive) yesterday? 

3. He  ___________(arrive) late. The train  ___________(be)delayed due to an accident. 

4. Who  ___________(you/ speak) to on the phone when I  ___________(come) in? 

5. Mary  ___________(read) in bed when she  ___________(hear) a strange noise downstairs. 

6. When Mr. Lawrence  ___________(leave) home at 8.30 this morning, the sun   

___________(shine) brightly. However, by 10 o´clock it  ___________(rain) heavily. 

7. Sebastian  ___________(arrive) at Susan´s house a little before 11 a.m., but she   

___________(not/be) there. She  ___________(study) at the library. 

8. The fireman  ___________(rescue) a 75-year-old woman who  ___________(be) trapped on the   

second floor of the burning building. 

9. ___________(you/do) any shopping yesterday? 

10. Yesterday Jane  ___________(fall) and  ___________(hurt) herself when she  

___________(ride)  

her bicycle. 

11. What  ___________(Peter / do) when you  ___________(knock) on his door? 

12. Helen  ___________(wear) her dress to the party last night. 



e.g. They were relaxing in the living room when the baby started crying.
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What were they doing?
1 Look at the pictures and make sentences. 

Use a verb in the past simple and a verb in the past continuous in each sentence.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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2 Complete the sentences about pictures 1–4 in exercise 1. 
Use a verb in the past simple and a verb in the past continuous for each sentence. 

Use positive or negative forms.

3 Write two questions and answers for pictures 5–8 in exercise 1. 
Use your imagination for the second answer.

Picture

1 They (sleep) ......................................................... when the baby (start) ......................................................... crying.

2 She (have) ......................................................... an accident while she (cycle) ......................................................... to school.

3 He (do) ......................................................... his English homework when the computer (catch) ............................................... fire.

4 She (play) ......................................................... with the dog when it (decide) ......................................................... to bite her.

weren’t sleeping started

Picture

5 ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

6 ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

7 ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

8 ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

What was he doing when the policeman arrived?
He was stealing a TV.
What did he do when the policeman arrived?
He dropped the TV and ran away.

What were they doing when it
They
What did they do
They
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COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES  
 

1- I was doing my English homework when suddenly … 

2- While they …………… the house started to burn. 

3- People … when Spiderman arrived ? 

4- My English teacher … while I was cheating. 

5- When the phone rang, I … 

6- He shouted when … 

7- They were laughing when … 

8- When I met Thomas, he … 

9- Mrs. Billet fell when … 

10- They  … when he started to cry. 

 

 
 
 
 
 


